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Amendments fn lhA rio^. 

This listing of Cairns will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the app ,i ca tion: 
Listing o f Claim*: 

I. (Currently Amended) A heatstake ^stener.for fastening atjeastjwp. workpieces 
comprising: 

first and second concentrically disposed sha ft portions, the first shaft portion 
havmg a leading end and a length greater than a length of the second shaft portion , wherein 

said second shaft portion is adapted to he recgjyed in , ^o le dfi W H j g ^ 

workp ieces; 

a central passage extending through the first and second shaft portions; and 
a plurality of slots disposed about an outer surface of the second shaft portion 
havmg a predefined angular separation, the plurality of slots defining a plurality of fastening 
portions when the second shaft portion is deforme d, whereby the f^ in? r ^ .„ 
adapted to conform to a surface ofthe on. of the w.w. ^ d a „ r , Ko ^ 

wherein the first shaft portion applies pressure against the fastening portions ofthe 
second shaft portion when the first shaft portion is deformed, and 

wherein said fastening portions of said second shaft portion engages said one ofthe 
workpieces when said second shaft portion is deformed. 



2. (Original) The heatstake according to Claim 1, wherein the plurality of slots 
comprises at least three slots. 



3. (Original) The heatstake according to Claim 2. wherein the predefined angular 
separation is approximately 1 20 degrees. 



(Amendment Under 37 CFR §1 . 1 J 6— Page 2 of 8) 
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4. (Previously Presented) The heatstake according to Claim 1. wherein the fastening 
pomons of the second shaft portion form a geometric configuration in the form of a rosette 
or flower shape. 



5. (Currently Amended) A heatstake fasterjCT.for fastening atleasUwo workpieces, 
comprising: 

a first shaft portion including a first leading end and a first central passage; 
a second shaft portion adapted to he rece ived in a W* H.fj ne d in one of th„ 
workpieces, sa id second ,fnft pnrtin n .including a second leading end, a second central 
passage, and a plurality of slots disposed about an outer surface having a predefined angular 
separate, the plurality of slots defining a plurality of fastening portions when ihe second 

shaft portion is deformed, wherehv fee fW^, V are a <WH confo a 

of the one of the workpieces hevnnrf a p *" ^,- of th e hn , ft | 

wherein the first shaft portion is generally concentrically disposed about the second 
central passage of the second shaft portion such that the first shaft portion applies pressure 
agamst the fastening portions of the second shaft portion when the first shaft portion is 
deformed, and 

wherein said fastening portions of said second shaft portion engages said one of the 
workpieces when said second shaft portion is deformed. 

6. (Original) The heatstake according to Claim 5, wherein the first shaft portion has 
an outer diameter less than an inner diameter of the second shaft portion. 

7. (Original) The heatstake according to Claim 5, wherein the plurality of slots 
comprises at least three slots. 



8. (Original) The heatstake according to Claim 7, wherein the predefined angular 
separation is approximately 1 20 degrees. 

(Amendment Under 37 CFR §1.1 16-Page 3 of 8) 
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9. (Currently Amended) A method of deforming a heatstake fastener for fastening -t 
l g«tWDwod 3aaaa.in « controlled fashion, the heatstake comprising a base portion, first 
and second concentrically disposed shaft portions, the first shaft portion having a leading end 
and a length greater than the second shaft portion, a central passage extending through the 
first and second shaft portions, the second ^^.^ To be recei - wH ,- n a hnU 

defined in one of it* wmfrp .W; and a plurality of slots disposed about an outer surface of 
the second shaft portion having a predefined angular separation, the plurality of slots 
defining a plurality of fastening portions when the second shaft portion is deformed, the 

method comprising the steps of: 

deforming the first shaft portion vertically downward and radially outward about a 

vertical axis of the first shaft portion such that the first shaft portion positively engages the 

one ofthe[[a]] workpieces, and 

deforming the second shaft portion such that the fastening portion of the second shaft 
pornon positively engages the oneofthe workpieces whereby the h^p^ 
to a surface of the, one of the workpjgcsg tend g perimeter ofthg hnlr 

10. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 9, wherein the fastening 
pornons define a geometric configuration in the form of a rosette or flower shape. 



1 1 • (Previously Presented) The heatstake according to Claim 1 , wherein said first 
and second shaft portions define a gap therebetween. 



12. (Previously Presented) The heatstake according to Claim 5, further comprising a 
gap between an outer diameter of said first shaft portion and an inner diameter of said second 
shaft portion. 



(Amendment Under 37 CFR §1.1 1 6-Page 4 of 8) 
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13. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 9, further comprising a 
gap between an outer diameter of said first shaft portion and an inner diameter of said second 
shaft portion. 



14. (Previously Presented) The heatstake according to Claim 1. wherein said first 
and second shaft portions are made of thermoplastic material. 



15. (Previously Presented) The heatstake according to Claim 5, wherein said first 
and second shaft portions are made of thermoplastic material 



16. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 9, wherein said first and 
second shaft portions are made of thermoplastic material. 



1 7. (New) The heatstake according to Claim 1, wherein the heatstake fastener 
extends from another one of the at least two workpieces. 



18. (New) The heatstake according to Claim 5, wherein the heatstake fastener 
extends from another one of the at least two workpi 



aieces. 



19. (New) The heatstake according to Claim 9, wherein the heatstake fastener 
extends from another one of the at least two workpieces. 



(Amendmem Under 37 CFR §1.1 J 6-Page 5 of 8) 
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